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Time winds back 800 years

From HI1

Park, which houses the Research
Institute. Dayan is what many
North Americans think China
looks like, and is indeed what
many people think China should
look like: old stone-and-timber
buildings, tiny twisting alleys,
babbling creeks, cobblestone
streets.

Lijiang’s new city, which sur-
rounds Dayan, is like any other
Chinese metropolis — noisy, dull
and grey. But upon entering the
quaint square that marks the
entrance to old town, time winds
back more than 800 years. Con-
crete streets give way to a cob-
blestone square, where people
take a break from their usual hus-
tle and bustle. The sounds of cars
— not allowed in Dayan — are
drowned out by the sloshing of a
giant wooden mill wheel, still
very much in operation.

Winding away from the square
is Dayan’s core, the three-kilome-
tre-long Xin Dajie street, which
leads into another square, Sifang.
Lining the street are craft shops,
restaurants and guesthouses, all
housed in ancient-looking brick
buildings, with carved wooden
roofs, windows and doorways.
Emanating from this artery, ran-
domly and in every direction, are
cramped streets and alleyways,
hiding dozens more stores and
cafes. It's a veritable labyrinth,
and the numerous streams —
with their curved stone bridges
— that criss-cross the alleys only
add to the confusion.

One of the few badges I got in
boy scouts was orienteering. I
liked to think that with a map and
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Naxi dancers are an attraction in a town that somewhat resembles a cultural amusement park.

a sense of where north was, I
could find anything. So naturally,
navigating to the A Liang Guest-
house shouldn’t have been a
problem.

But nothing can prepare one
for the chaos of Dayan’s maze,
and after wandering down one
frustrating dead-end alley after
another with luggage in tow, I
chucked my map into the stream
and left to providence our accom-
modation plans for the night.

Perhaps the Dongba shaman
was mystically guiding us from
afar, as we somehow eventually
found our guesthouse. It was a
tiny, family run courtyard house
referred to by our guidebook and

by our host in Dali, our previous
stop in Yunnan. The house was
traditional Naxi style — two
storeys, with eight or so rooms
surrounding a courtyard, where
much of the family’s daily busi-
ness occurs.

On our arrival, the wife was
washing linen while the husband
was feeding the child — the Naxi
are largely matriarchal, and the
men often tend to the children.
They greeted us warmly with big
smiles — very different from big
Chinese hotels, where foreigners
can sometimes get the cold
shoulder. We swapped a few
words back and forth in English
and Mandarin and were shown to

our room, a tiny chamber that
barely fit the bed. It was Spartan
but functional — not the biggest
or most luxurious of places I'd
stayed, but easily the coolest.
The biggest problem in these
historic, family run affairs is the
automatic alarm clock — in oth-
er words, the rooster just outside
your door that goes off at about
four in the morning. Chinese
tourists head to the luxury hotels
in Lijiang’s new town for this
very reason, so if you want the
full cultural experience, be pre-
pared to get up early. After our
first night, the family offered to
make us dinner — I prayed it
would be chicken, but alas, no
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such luck.

Lijiang was the capital of the
Naxi kingdom, so the numerous
shops in town specialize in Naxi
arts and crafts, with goods rang-
ing from wooden animal carv-
ings to copper bells. There are
still around 17,000 Naxi people
living in the city, although the
genuine article can be difficult to
make out. Realizing Lijiang’s
drawing power as a tourist
attraction, the Chinese govern-
ment has turned the town into
somewhat of a cultural amuse-
ment park by offering cash incen-
tives to locals who dress in tradi-
tional Naxi costume.

As a result, there are women
who walk the alleys adorned in
ridiculously large and luminous
silver headdresses, looking to
pose for photographs with
tourists. Men sporting large, fur-
ry, Cossack-like hats also sell
pony rides to children. I spotted
one of these fellows on a break,
puffing on a cigarette and talking

In serene square

on his cell phone. It was pretty
obvious he wasn’t a real Naxi — a
fact confirmed when he doffed
his furry hat to reveal a New York
Yankees baseball cap under-
neath.

But real Naxi aren’t too hard to
find. The throngs of Chinese
tourists stick to the shops around
Xin Dajie street and Sifang
square, which leaves virtually the
entire southern part of the town
deserted. Here you can enjoy a
peaceful stroll and admire the
architecture, or sit by a burbling
stream and relax. Real Naxi, in
their monochrome blue outfits,
can be found here doing exactly
the same. It’s an easy town to
while away a few days in.

No visit to Lijiang is complete
without a hike up Lion Hill,
which is crowned by Wangu Lou,
a 22-metre wooden pagoda. The
view of Dayan’s jumbled rooftops
from atop the hill or pagoda is
amazing, an essential top-down
look at the maze you've just nav-
igated. If anything, the view
inspires a feeling of accomplish-
ment. It’s even nicer at night-
time, when the town is magical-
ly lit up with lanterns and can-
dles floating along the streams.

Much of Lijiang was destroyed
in 1996 by an earthquake, but
rather than using the disaster as
an excuse to modernize and
build shopping malls and high-
rises — as is now happening
everywhere in China — the gov-
ernment chose to faithfully
restore the old town. It’s good to
see that in a country that is mov-
ing forward so rapidly, there’s
still a place for the past.

Peter Nowak is a Canadian writer
based in New Zealand
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When vou book BRITRIN

by July 2 for departures up to October 31, 2005

Amsterdam Rroundrip

s 549
Depart July 6; Return July 13-22
749
Depart July 20; Return Aug 3-5
Clasgow  Roundtrip

‘649
Depart July 1; Return July 15
s©

Depart July 8; Return July 29

'  EUROPE DEPARTURES

Manchester roundrip

+849

Depart July 3; Return July 21

949

Depart July 10; Return Aug 4
London Gawick Roundrrip

*9aA9 .
s1099

Depart July 14; Refurn Aug. |

Puerto Vallarta, mexico

Club Embarcadero Pacifico *%x+

All-inclusive * Hotel Room * Only from Sunquest
2 children 12 years & under stay & eat freef

1149

Sat. July 1630, 7 ns.

Plaza Pelicanos Grand Resort s+
All-inclusive * Hotel Room * Only from Sunquest
2 children 12 years & under stay & eat freet

*1169

Sat. July 23-30, 7 nts.

RIU Jalisco xxxx*
All-inclusive * Hotel Room * Only from
2 children 12 years & under stay & eat freef

*1319

Sat. July 16-30, 7 nts.

Varadero, cuea

Hotetur Sunbeach xx*
All-inclusive * Hotel Room ¢ Only from Sunquest
2 children 12 years & under stay & eat freet

*1299

Sat. July 9, 7 nts.

*1359

Sat. July 16-30, 7 nts.

Hotel Varadero Internacional
Fodedk

All-inclusive * Hotel Room « from
2 children l!ym&und«aﬂ:yy&wmu“

1 *1439

Sat. July 9-30, 7 nts.

Melia Las Americas %% *
All-inclusive * Hotel Room ¢ Only from Sunquest
2 children 12 years & under stay & eat freet

*1779

Sat. July 9, 7 nts.

*1919

Sat. July 16-30, 7 nts

SUN DEPARTURES

Los Cabos, mexico

RIU Palace Cabo San Lucas *x %%+
All-inclusive * Hotel Room * Only from Sunquest 2 chil-
dren 12 years & under stay & eat freef

*1539

Tues. Nov. 29 - Dec. 6, 7 nts.

*1559

Tues. Nov. 8-22, 7 nts.

Cancun/Mayan Riviera,mexio
RIU Lupita sx%x

All-inclusive * Hotel Room * Only from Sunquest
2 children 12 years & under stay & eat freet

*1589

Sun. July 1024, 7 nts.

RIU Tequila xxxxx
All-inclusive * Hotel Room * Only from Sunquest
2 children 12 years & under stay & eat freef

*1649

Sun. July 1024, 7 nts.

Qasis Viva xx%x
Alkinclusive » Hotel Room

*1649

Sun. July 1024, 7 nts.

Liberia, COSTA RICA

Allegro Papagayo %
All-inclusive » Hotel Room * Only from Sunquest
2 children 12 years & under stoy & eat freet

51749

Wed. Jan 4-25, 7 nis.

2229

Wed. Dec 21, 7 nts.

Cancun, MEXICO

Oasis Playa xxx*

All-inclusive * Hotel Room ¢ 2 children 6 years & under
stay & eat freet

between the
remains a favorite for holiday makers of all faste and ages.

ey :

A Amsterdam/Munich/Frankfurt
75§ from $599.00

“ \ J} Eurail passes same day service from $414.00

OASIS

Nestled in the midst of beautiful gardens beside one of Cancuns best white sand beaches,

turquoise Caribbean and the franquil waters of the lagoon, this popular resort

*1499 *1529 *1599

Sun. Aug. 21-28, 7 nis.

QOasis Beach Hotel k%%

Fi. Nov. 4-18,7 ns. ~ Sun. July 17-Aug 14,7 nts.

All-inclusive * Hotel Room ¢ 2 children 6 years & under stay & eat free
The Oasis Beach Hotel on Lcnq;estu Beach overlooks the Caribbean Sea. Conveniently located

for sightseeing and shopping,
gramme of activities make this luxurious resort a perennial favorite.

dramatic architecture, excellent amenities and wide pro-

*1499 1599 1629

Fri. Nov. 4-18, 7 s, Sun. Juy 17 - Aug 14, 7 s

Sun. July 10, 7 nis.

Cancun, MEXICO

GR Solaris %% x*

All-inclusive ¢ Only from Sunquest ¢ Deluxe room
2 children 12 years & under stay & eat freet

and ameniies for

The newest addition fo the Royal Solaris hotel chain, ins 366 luxe room resort oFR:ers activities
age group in @ non sfop enjoyment seffing. The GR

Solaris has been

fine tuned in the all indusive aspect of the original sister hotel the Royal Solaris, fo deliver an

ultra all inclusive experience.

*2019 2049 2299

Sun. Aug 21-28, 7 nfs. Fri. Nov 4-18, 7 nts.

Sun. July 10- Aug 14, 7 nis.

Hours

Mon-Tue 8-7, Fri 8-3
Sat 8-2, Sun 8-1

travelers, groups and Guebec departures. This is a limiled fime offer and is subject to availability. This offer is exclusive fo

“CHoliday M

residens of Canoda only, 1Some resticions apply. Flghs via Skyservice,

1-800-333-0922

ONLINE 24/7 www.holidaymarkettravel.com

Vancouver deps. Pockage prices shown are per person, based on double occupancy, based on 7 night durations unless otherwise specified, and ovoiklblle of press time. Space is subject 1o availability ot fime of booking. Prices wbm fo change. ,.qdverﬁseddgices ore the minimum availoble
and only apply to selected dates. Transportation taxes & related fees, airport fees, fuel surcharges, security taxes & G.S.T. (where applicable) are exira. Prices shown apply o new '"%5 only. Promations are subject to change without nofice, * Lluggage is icable on new bock-
ings laken from June 18 1o July 2, ;805, for departures up to and including October 31, 2005. One set of luggage per cuslomer is responsible for @ $49.95 shipping and hondling charge plus applicable taxes. Offer exc bookings for single

jet or Air Transal. Packages through Sunquest. BC Reg. #3597.4.

avket Tvavel.com

[Maalaea Surf] g=
L ocemmont | | Disneyland.
MAUT RESORT
L% On Maui's Sunny
P South Shore :? 1
P Luxurious fﬂr
1 & 2 Br Suites Air Packages
s - B.C. REG. NO. 3285
Seasonal * At 1o phots, logon, propertes © Disnay
&% Promotional Rates Seef;.]r Travel Agent
es
1.800-423-7953 See
MaalacaSurfResort.com

HAWAII

Kids stay & eat FREE in Hawaii.

GO EUROPE

10,000 discounted hotels & Apartments
available throughout Europe.

Renshaw's Travel 1-800-745-7753 or 604-733-1010

Trusted name in travel for over 50 years

* ALASKA *

INSIDE PASSAGE CRUISES
SPACE IS LIMITED!

@) Holland America Line

IF YOU COMPARE THE SAME CRUISE
LINE, THE SAME DATE AND SAME
STATEROOM TYPE, YOU WILL NOT

FIND A BETTER DEAL!
We have mostly outside “E" category staterooms left on:

JULY 6, 23, 27, 30

AUGUST 3, 6, 10, 13, 17, 20, 27, 31

SEPTEMBER 9, 18

WE WILL SAVE YOU MONEY ON ALL
HOLLAND AMERICA ITINERARIES!

1-800-854-9664

www.cruiseplus.ca

CruisePlus

CruisePlus Management Ltd. BC reg. 3325-0

“New only. Price 8 per penson based
atatoroom subject o availabilty st the time of booking.

FLY THOMAS COOK AIRLINES To

LONDON,
GLASGOW OR
CHESTER

canadian-affair.ca (| |

1-866-298-7514 ]"._AN

604-678-6712 174

Price exciodes tax. Terms and conditions apply. /

HURRY! SELLING FAST!

8 NIGHT CRUISE & STAY
e Holland America Line  departs Vancouver

A Tradition of Excellence Sept. 27

INCLUDING PORT
CHARGES, NDA'S + TAXES!

*4 Night ms Oosterdam cruise to San Diego
+1 night in San Diego

+Coach transfer to Las Vegas

+3 nights in the Aladdin in Las Vegas

«Air from Las Vegas to Seattle

*Coach from Seattle to Vancouver

OTHER PACKAGES AVAILABLE!

1-800-854-9664

CruiseFlus

on 2 sharing o minimum calegory outside

CruisePius Management Lid. BC Reg. 3325-0




